
A Legacy of Volunteers
Preserving open space lands since 1972



Founders – Encourage donations of land “for 

perpetual preservation in a natural state.”



D.E.P Dan Lufkin, Terry Parla, Doug Smith



So many volunteers over the years!



Volunteers!



Volunteers



Volunteers



Volunteers

Story trail 
established in 2021



Volunteers



Volunteers



So many volunteers over the years!



So many volunteers over the years 

that we can’t show them all!



April 15, 1972, advocating for saving Case Mt. 



Advocating not always popular! Land Trust 

opposed demolition of part of the rail trail. 



First parcel preserved: 

Gould Parklet 0.1 acre

149 Lakewood Circle 

North, donated by the 

Gould Family 

Manchester 9/24/1974

Starting s-l-o-w. Two 

years before first 

property.



Next parcels preserved: 

Marsh Pond on Porter Street 3.0 acres

Marsh Pond  (319 Porter St.) Dr. Alexander & Gertrude Marsh Manchester 9/29/1975 0.99

Marsh Pond rear Dr. Alexander & Gertrude Marsh Manchester 4/25/1980 1.23

Marsh Pond (Willow Pl./Porter St.) Diane Morrison Manchester 1/29/1986 0.78



Salter’s Pond, acquired 1980 & 1981 • 9 acres

Note dam – slated for removal or major repair.



Upper Case Pond, acquired 

10/31/2005 • 7.6 acres

Dam – received a 

DEEP “hazard” report.



Upper Case Pond purchased through grants & individual donations.



Cheney railroad purchased through grants & individual donations 

December 19, 2005.



1. Original grant required a walking 

trail by July 2006. Massive cleanup, 

drainage, re-grading. 

2. Other grants – create ramp; add 

stone dust surface. 

Cheney railroad



What if no one cared…
1. Ongoing maintenance. 

2. Storm damage repair.



If no one cared…

But, 

fortunately, 

people DO 

care! Donors 

such as 

Truman 

Cowles. 

Volunteers.



If no one 

cared…

Hundreds of free 

guided hikes since 

2006.



History of the Manchester Land 

Conservation Trust

April 11, 1972, established to “Engage in 

and otherwise promote for the benefit of the 

general public, the preservation and 

conservation of natural resources of the 

Town of Manchester, including water 

resources, swamps, woodland, and open 

spaces, and the plant and animal life therein, 

and unique scenic, natural sites and historic 

sites…and to use all property held or 

controlled…for the benefit of all the 

inhabitants of the Town of Manchester and 

exclusively for the conservational, 

recreational, educational, scientific and 

historic purposes….” From the Certificate 

of Incorporation on file at the Secretary of 

the State’s Office



Dr. Fred Spaulding

Terry Parla

Dr. Doug Smith

A passion for the land…



Riverpoint one-acre 

park, left to right, 

steward Prescille 

Yamamoto; directors 

and volunteers: 

Malcolm Barlow, 

Roger Chadwick, 

Doug MacGillvary, 

Joan Naab, Cliff 

Pierce, Glenn & 

Elaine Law, Susan 

Pierce.

A commitment to beautification…



Concern for clean air. 
Trees better than pavement for your health.

Many founding members were doctors.



Concern for clean water. 
Now and for future generations.



Concern for habitat for plants & animals. 



Concern for the 

eco-system and the 

fungi kingdom



Habitat and clean air, CO2. Every acre “counts.”

But also important for migratory birds & other 

animals to have big tracts of open space. Biodiversity.



When land becomes a housing 
development or when a park is paved, 

it’s usually permanent.



Example of 

land sold for 

development 

by a 

nonprofit …



But Land 

Trusts are 

formed to 

PRESERVE 

the 

landscape. 

They don’t 

build on the 

land. 



Over half of the country’s 1,700 land trusts 

are all-volunteer, and even those with staff 

may have a part-timer or two.



Land Trusts encourage walking and hiking 

on their land – no motor vehicles. 



The Manchester Land Conservation Trust 

preserves land in Manchester, Bolton, East 

Hartford, Glastonbury, and Vernon

Some are 

donated.
Barlow Park, Hillstown Road.



Some are donated.
Risley Park (dam needed repair or removal).



Donated…
Salter’s pond (dam needed repair or removal).



Donated…

Mary Jane Williams Park, East Hartford. 

(She gave the land in her will; concerned 

that Town might build on it; it’s near 

golf course.)



Donated…
Land at Lydall Woods condominiums. (30 acres of natural open 

space with wetlands and forest.)



House Park.
Greenwood Drive. From Judge & Mrs. House.

Donated…
Yules Park, east side of Birch Mtn. Road. 
Pictured, Malcolm Barlow and Raymond Davis.



Donated…
Marsh Pond, on Porter Street, Manchester. 



Donated…
Fairway Park at “Fairway Estates” – Gerald 

Drive near golf course, 4.8 acres. 



Donated…

Spring Street 

trailhead of the Case 

Mt. hiking trails, 

donated by the Case 

family October 

2000. 



Alpine St. near hospital. Donated by Hayden Griswold in 1996. 



“Path to Wellness” ECHN/Manchester 

Memorial Hospital donation, 5 parcels 97 & 37 

Hemlock, 77R Alton, 62 & 66 Hawthorne 

Donated by ECHN Prospect Manchester Hosp., 

Inc. Manchester in 2022 11.57 acres 

Stickney Hill donation by Lee & Lamont 15.93 

acres in 2016



Some are purchased.
Cheney railroad, purchased 2005 and 2008. Fortunately, the  Town 

of Manchester purchased the property south of Middle Turnpike.



Purchased…
Upper Case Pond, purchased in 2005 at a “fire sale” price



Purchased.
Risley Meadow, purchased in 2000 to save from development.



Purchased.
Risley orchard, 13 acres purchased in 

2013 to save from development.



2015 and 2021 big 

labor-intensive 

purchases.
62 acres on Bush Hill Road, 

farmed by the Botti family for 

100 years. And 102 acres on 

Hillstown Road, formerly known 

as the Lombardo farm.  

Both had been approved for housing developments. Mammoth work to apply for 

State and Town grants, and raise funds from foundations and individuals..



LOMBARDO

Bush Hill 

Preserve 

now 177.5 

acres. 
 

Includes the 

•13.4-acre Manning-

Ferris property, 

•102-acre Lombardo 

farm, and

• 0.1-acre DeSousa Drive 

entrance. 



585 

acres in 

five 

towns.

Manchester, 

Bolton, East 

Hartford, 

Glastonbury, 

Vernon.



HIKES – 
Free, congenial, fun for all ages

Check listings
• Our Facebook page

• Website 

• Local newspapers

• E-newsletters: our monthly e-

news and the Town’s e-news.

All welcome to our free hikes, held throughout the year, 

or enjoy the trails on your own. Self-guiding maps on our 

website www.manchesterlandtrust.org 

Sign up for free e-news

on our website: 

http://www.manchesterlandtrust.org/


Volunteers at our 

cider barn, 330 

Bush Hill Road, 

Manchester.



Support preservation of our natural world. 

Take someone on a walk in the woods.

Thank a volunteer.

Be a volunteer.

The land needs us.

Future generations need us to 

conserve the land.



THANK YOU, 

members & 

friends of the 

Manchester Land 

Conservation 

Trust

Produced by Susan Barlow
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